
 
Date: August 5, 2021 

Subject: Butler 53 Pandemic Awareness Committee Meeting 

Attendees:  

Dr. Paul O’ Malley, Sandra Morris, Christine Koutsky, Michael Petrucelli, Anjanae Stieber, Ellen Wozny, 
Courtney Raschk, Jill Vonnahme, Nadia Hussain, Nadia Qureshi, Donna Lichtfuss, Bob Jakupi, George 
DeTella, Kyrsten Blackmon 

Meeting Convened: 6:01 p.m. 

Minutes: 

Dr. Paul O’Malley welcomes members of the Pandemic Awareness Committee. He informed the 
committee that they will be presented a series of questions designed to gather their input regarding 
COVID-19 infection control strategies for the upcoming 2021-2022 school year.  

A Facilitated Discussion and Interactive Survey was conducted. The following terms and resolutions were 
defined for purposes of the survey. 

Objective: To ensure that the Butler 53 community has unprecedented access to in-person instruction 
and activities during the 2021-2022 school year, while ensuring the health and safety of all students and 
staff. 

COVID-19 Situation Update (DuPage and Cook Counties): As of July 28, 2021, DuPage County and Cook 
County COVID-19 community transmission is at Substantial level per  Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). 

Additionally, DuPage County holds one of the highest vaccination rates in the country. As of August 5, 
2021, 72% of the total DuPage County population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, 
and 57% of the total DuPage County population is fully vaccinated.  

As of August 5, 2021, 66% of the total Cook County population has received at least one dose of a COVID-
19 vaccine, and 51% of the total Cook County population is fully vaccinated.  

Review of Current CDC/ISBE Guidance: The ISBE has endorsed the CDC guidance (updated July 27, 2021) 
emphasizing the importance of returning to in-person instruction in Fall 2021. 

Key CDC Recommendations include:  

Universal masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination 
status. 

Passengers and drivers must wear a mask on school buses. 

Three (3) feet of physical distance should be maintained in the classroom. 



 
Layered prevention strategies are especially important. 

Monitoring of local COVID-19 indicators should guide the decision being made. 

Stay home when sick. 

Governor’s COVID-19 Update on August 4, 2021: “Effective immediately, all {k-12] schools and daycares 
in Illinois must follow the CDC’s guidance of universal masking inside, regardless of vaccine status. Face 
coverings will be required for all indoor recreation, whereas outdoor, where transmission risks and rates 
are lower, athletes and coaches will not be required to mask.” 

Vaccination remains the primary infection control strategy – all eligible populations are encouraged to get 
vaccinated. 

Current Prevention strategies at Butler: Butler 53 School district has implemented key COVID-19 
prevention strategies to maintain in-person learning including: 

Ventilation – increased air exchanges and the use of Ultraviolet Germicidal Irradiation (UVGI) to kill viral, 
bacterial, and fungal organisms. 

Self-Screening – Self-screening forms are intended as an additional layer of protection, to allow for 
students/parents, staff, and visitors to self-identify and report possible COVID-19 symptoms. 

Universal mask use – as mandated by Governor Pritzker on August 4, 2021. 

Cleaning and Disinfection – Increased cleaning and disinfection schedules to reduce contact transmission. 

Protocols and Compliance – Infection control practices such as quarantine/isolation, testing, contact 
tracing, cleaning/sanitation, remote learning as needed, etc. Additionally, regular compliance checks and 
compliance reports are provided by a third-party. 

Physical Distancing – The District continues to conduct space studies to ensure that a distance greater 
than three (3) feet is maintained in all indoor spaces. 

COVID-19 screening tests – Screening tests are intended to identify people with COVID-19 who are 
asymptomatic and do not have known, suspected, or reported exposure to SARS -CoV-2. In the State of 
Illinois, school districts are encouraged to test athletes regularly to catch potential outbreaks early. 
According to the CDC Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools, schools may consider 
testing a random sample of at least 10% of the student population. 

Test-to-Stay Protocol - According to IDPH COVID-19 school guidelines, testing can be used to keep 
students in school when identified as classroom close contact through the Test-to-Stay protocol. This 
allows students to avoid quarantine by testing on days one, three, five and seven after exposure as long 
as they continue to test negative.  



 
Note: For teachers, staff and adults in the indoor K-12 classroom setting, CDC defines a close contact as 
an individual not fully vaccinated against COVID-19 who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a 
cumulative total of fifteen (15) minutes or more over a 24-hour period.   

According to the new CDC close contact definition, classroom students who were within three (3) to six 
(6) feet of the infected student are not treated as close contacts as long as both the infected student and 
exposed student were engaged in consistent and correct use of a well-fitting mask and other K-12 school 
prevention strategies (such as universal and correct mask use, physical distancing, increased ventilation) 
were in place in the K-12 setting.  

In other words, only classroom contacts within 3 feet require quarantine as long as both the case and the 
contact were consistently masked. If they were not consistently masked, then close contacts are 
classroom students who were within 6 feet of the infected student for a cumulative total of 15 minutes 
or more over a 24-hour period. 

Recommendations and Interactive Survey: The focus of the survey was centered on infection controls 
strategies for the 2021-2022 School Year. The results of the survey is attached under separate cover. 

Open Discussion: The following is a summary of the open discussion. 

What does COVID-19 screening look like? 

When 10% of the building population is regularly tested sometime during the week. 

Done with asymptomatic individuals. 

Regarding electronic self-screening, is there a plan to address or implement the “consequences” for 
individuals who do not complete the electronic self-screening form, and who would be monitoring 
whether the forms are filled out? From a parent perspective, there are days where parents may get busy 
and forget to complete the self-screening process. 

After the Board votes at the next Board meeting, there will be a letter prepared stating that all 
parents/guardians that have a child in the district are required to fill out the electronic self-screening 
document daily prior to entering the building. This validation will occur one time at the beginning of the 
school year and if there is a new student enrolled and if any new visitors walk in the building. This will 
remain on file with the District.  

Note: After further clarification regarding electronic self-screening, this Respondent would like to provide 
a vote regarding the statement, “The District should continue the self-screening process electronically” 
(slide 18). Initially, the Respondent did not vote and maintained a neutral position. The Respondent now 
votes to Agree with the above statement. With this updated vote, the official count for this statement is 
12 in agreement and 0 in disagreement.  

Is the COVID-19 screening test protocol different from the self-screening process? 

They can be interwoven, but they are not the same thing.  



 
It will be required for individuals to sign a document stating that they will follow through with screening 
on a daily basis a parent/guardian or an individual who works with/in the District.  

Screening with respect to testing: Can be done with antigen, antibody, or PCR testing. If a person chooses 
to participate in an COVID-19 screening antigen test as part of their personal screening process, they can 
do so as an individual. This is purely voluntary and will not be mandated by the District at this point in 
time. However, this will be clarified and communicated so that people are aware of that they can utilize 
this option if they so choose. 

Some questions cannot be fully addressed at the moment, such as the questions regarding 
indoor/outdoor activities and field trips, because there are a lot of unknown variables at this point. There 
should be an understanding that if inclement weather causes changes for an outdoor activity, the outdoor 
activity will be canceled/postponed and not moved indoors. 

The District wants to ensure that they have all the information necessary to plan appropriately. 

Regarding universal masking, did the question mean “yes-universal masking” or “no-parent choice 
masking” even with the mandate in place? 

The question was intended to gather the general feeling of the group. Do you need universal masking, or 
do you prefer the parental choice option? At some point in the time, the Governor’s mask mandate may 
be lifted but we may still be in similar conditions. This question was drafted to influence what may be 
done in the future, not necessarily today. The question is intended to determine your position on universal 
masking, not your position on the Governor’s mandate. Basically, should the mandate be lifted, what are 
your thoughts? 

Would there be an option to require a negative COVID-19 test prior to a field trip? 

Based on the data, this can be entertained further because the District wants to bring back as many 
programs as possible. The District must be sure that they are in compliance with the guidelines outlined 
by the CDC, ISBE, IDPH, and the LHD. 

The COVID-19 situation is constantly changing so a Respondent forwarded guidance from the AAP 
regarding social distancing with six feet of space. How is a close contact being defined? 

District 53 will continue prescribe to guidance released by the CDC, IDPH, and LHD. 

Will there be more information on Test-to-Stay, with regard to how teachers will be notified, etc.? 

 There will be a letter sent out with clarifications after the Board meeting. 

Will the District stick to the six-foot physical distancing rule? 

The District will continue to conduct space studies for distances of greater than three (3) feet. 



 
The three to six feet rule, as outlined by the CDC for their new close contact definition, is with strict 
masking and must have LHD involvement. 

Closing Remarks: George DeTella thanked the committee for their time and input. 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 


