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STATS

� Of 18 school districts of a similar caliber and demographic, Butler students
ranked second in Illinois on PARCC tests.

� Along with very high achievement, Butler students continue to show growth
based on test scores.

� Compared to the 2015 PARCC scores, students showed improvements in most
areas; 78 percent overall in 2015 to 80.1 percent in 2016. 

Premium on home values 

No. 1
Butler District 53 is the most

in-demand school district 

in DuPage County.

Source: Chicago Agent Magazine, October 2016

Butler School District 53 was ranked as the No. 1 most in-demand school district

in DuPage County by Chicago Agent Magazine. The ranking was determined by

using data from realtor.com comparing the median price of homes in DuPage

school districts with the county’s overall median price of $350,000. The school

districts were then ranked based on the premium that home buyers spent for

properties within a district’s boundaries. 

The top three in-demand school districts in DuPage County were Butler District

53, Hinsdale School District 181 and Hinsdale Township High School District 86. 

Students in Butler School District 53 perform at the highest levels and in most cases are 2-3
grades ahead of national norms. Despite that high achievement, students continue to experience
growth on test scores, according to the Illinois School Report Card data, released October 31.

“It’s notable that our students are high achieving. But it’s even more extraordinary that
students are sustaining critical growth,” said Superintendent Dr. Heidi Wennstrom.

On the most recent state tests, called PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers), 80.1 percent of District 53 students met or exceeded standards. Further,
another 15 percent are “approaching” state standards. 

Those results are among the top of all schools in Illinois. Fewer than 30 schools in the state
earned scores of 80 percent or more, the Chicago Tribune reported.

In an analysis of 18 school districts to which Butler

historically compares itself, Butler students scored the

second highest on PARCC test results. (See chart at left.) 

The tests, given for the second year, are based on new

Common Core State Standards, which emphasize

problem solving and higher order thinking skills. Despite

growth and high scores, Wennstrom said there is still

work to be done to help all students improve and achieve

their personal best, a goal which she noted, the District

will vigorously pursue. 

Lincolnshire 103 81.9%

Butler 53 80.1%

Kenilworth 38  77.3%

Northbrook/Glenview 30 76.8%

Avoca 37  75.6%

Sunset Ridge 29 74.8

How comparable school districts
stack up on state PARCC exam 

Of 18 schools to which District 53 historically
compares itself, Butler ranks No. 2 for the highest
percentage of students who meet/exceed standards
on the PARCC exam. 
Source: Illinois School Report Card. 
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Butler students who
met or exceeded

state standards on
the PARCC test

Source: 2016 IL School
Report Card 
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Summer work focused on safety

Above, a visitor’s entrance and
small sign were added so that the
entrance is more visible and
provides shelter from rain and
snow.  

At left, the new vestibule was
built outside of the Butler Junior
High gym to provide a place for
students to wait for the bus or
parents. It’s also a place for
visiting teams and students to
meet before or after a game. It
provides a greater degree of
safety for students and also
serves as a welcome center for
evening events.

Bookcases and cabinetry were added to Brook Forest
School. Before, there were none, or makeshift pieces
brought in by teachers.  Shahnoor Shafi and ella Gerami
show off the new cabinets.

CONSTRuCTION uPDATe  

Rich Sobak taught for 11 years at
Butler Junior High and 4 at Brook
Forest. In all, he taught music for 36
years. 

Q:Q: You taught for 15 years at District 53.

What would you say is the most important thing

about life that you learned along the way?   

A:A: I learned early on to view children as

regular people. They may reason differently from

adults, but they need the same encouragement,

respect, and sense of belonging that adults treasure.

Q:Q: Education has changed dramatically.What

is the change that most affected you? 

A:A:Since I have taught  kindergarten through

college levels, the most profound change has been

the proliferation of the use of computers and

electronic devices.  The most difficult, but at the

same time wonderful, “new” technology was the

implementation and use of the Smartboard.  It has

so many applications to music and education in

general!

Q: Q: You produced 19 musicals, 24 concerts in

Butler schools and enhanced thousands of musical

minds. What stands out? 

A: A: I am proud of just surviving any given

production!  Luckily I had the help of other faculty

members, retired teachers, and parents to take care

of costumes, audio, and props.  We produced 11

musicals and 26 choral concerts at Butler.  At Brook

Forest, we produced 8 musicals and 8 choral

concert presentations during my tenure. 

Q: Q: Is there one song you taught every year?

A:A: At the Junior High, I had a set of standard

and not-so-standard folk songs that I would teach

each 6th grade.  Former students visiting from high

school would tell me stories of how sometimes

groups of Butler grads would start singing songs

that I had taught them in the Hinsdale Central

cafeteria at lunch or on a long bus ride for a field

trip.  The songs formed a bond among them. 

Q: Q: What was your favorite thing about

teaching?  

A:A:My favorite things were watching children

manipulate musical symbols and terms with under-

standing, and listening to them sing a song in tune,

with correct rhythm and dynamics.  

Q:Q: Besides subbing, what do you do in your

free time?  

A: A: I substitute at Brook Forest.  Knowing a

child’s name and something about his/her

personality in advance is GOLDEN! For many

years I have been an Organist-Choirmaster at St

Christopher’s Church in Oak Park while teaching in

District 53.  At the church, I have just re-established

the Treble Choir (Boys’ and Girls’ Choir) under the

tenets of the Royal School of Church Music.  As a

concert organist, I am also preparing/practicing

organ repertoire to perform in recitals in Chicago

and the suburbs.

Where are they now?



No one doubts that students at Brook Forest and
Butler Junior High receive a superior academic
education. Student test scores are ranked among the
highest. Accolades and honors come often and trophy
cases are full. But, that isn’t the total picture of
success.

Students need to be taught skills to navigate their
lives. “We live in a world where students need grit,
resilience, focus, perseverance and strength,” said
Advanced Learning Teacher Brittany Kuethe. 

To ensure students have critical life skills, the
District is piloting a unique program at Brook Forest,
called “The 8 Keys of Excellence.” The program,
developed by Quantum Learning Network, uses the
latest research on the highest achieving individuals in
the country, and distills them into a guidance system
of 8 principles or keys. That framework gives students
the skills to achieve success in school and their
personal lives. The program will expand to Butler
Junior High next year.

“Our students are academically talented but every
child encounters a difficult time,” said Brook Forest
Principal Jason Bednar, whether it’s a rocky
relationship, bullying, or a tough assignment. “Just
like math or reading, they need resiliency to guide
their lives,” he said.

The 8 Keys of Excellence provide students with a
powerful guidance system. “Kids are constantly trying
to figure out who they are and who they want to be,”
said Kuethe. “During challenging moments, kids now
have these 8 principles to help guide their decisions
and to help them persevere, to feel secure in
themselves, and to help them earn the respect and trust
of others. These keys build strong leaders.” 

Students were first taught the keys in an interactive
assembly and each month one key is highlighted.
Teachers are modeling the keys and embedding them
into their teaching. 

“It’s becoming part of everything we do,” said
Assistant Principal Lisa Owen. 

For example, one day in Brittany Kuethe’s room,

students were asked to
give mini book talks.
After the talk, she
modeled the keys of ownership and commitment,
telling the class, “She was really brave in giving a
book talk in front of a bigger audience of parents (It
was parent visitation day) and that shows
commitment.”

Students are already making it part of their culture.
On a recent fieldtrip, when the bus was late and
students got caught in the rain, one 5th grader
remarked, “We’re lucky that we get to see this play,
even though it’s such a rainy day.”

Indeed, the goal is to provide positive life
strategies. “This program helps all of us to become
aware of our environment and decisions and make
improvements in ourselves,” Owen said.

At a recent Board of Education meeting,
Superintendent Dr. Heidi Wennstrom praised the

program and its leadership. “It’s been exceptionally
well received and is energizing to the students and
staff. It reflects our vision for developing resilience
and leadership,” she said.

Building resilience, leadership 
8 KeYS OF eXCeLLeNCe

Toral Bhatt gives a book talk in Brittany Kuethe’s
classroom

Inspiring Instruction 

1. INTeGRITY 
Demonstrate your positive personal values in all

you do and say. Be sincere and real.

2. FAILuRe LeADS TO SuCCeSS 
View failures as feedback that provides you 

with the information you need to learn, grow, 

and succeed. 

3. SPeAK WITH GOOD PuRPOSe
Think before you speak. Make sure your 

intention is positive and your words are sincere.

4. THIS IS IT!
Focus your attention on the present moment.

Make the most of every moment.

5. COMMITMeNT
Take positive action. Follow your vision without

wavering.

6. OWNeRSHIP
Be responsible for your thoughts, feelings, words,

and actions. “Own” the choices you make and the

results that follow. 

7. FLeXIBILITY 
Recognize what’s not working and be willing to

change what you’re doing to achieve your goal.

8. BALANCe 
Be mindful of self and others while focusing on

what’s meaningful and important in your life.

Inner happiness and fulfillment come when your

mind, body, and emotions are nurtured by the

choices you make.

Jason Bednar was appointed interim Principal of

Brook Forest School in August. Formerly, an adminis-

trator in Indian Prairie District 204, he said his role

was disconnected from the very reason he got into

education. “I was missing the interaction with kids

and teachers,” he said. His new role allows him to

lead curriculum and instruction in the building while

working with students and mentoring and leading

teachers.

“It’s the reason I got into education,” he said.

And, it looks like the feeling is mutual.

“I give him five stars,” said 3rd grader Adam Izhar

in an interview recently. His classmate Raya Sulaiman

countered, “I’d give him 100 stars. He’s always,

always smiling,” she said.

“We are thrilled to welcome Mr. Bednar,” said

Superintendent Dr. Heidi Wennstrom. “He has high

standards, knowledge of the elementary school

curriculum and culture and is an educator who

genuinely cares about students, staff and the school

community,” she said.

Bednar was appointed in August following the

resignation of Kelly Voliva. He graduated from

Georgetown University with a Bachelor’s in history

and English. He went on to receive his Master’s in

Teaching and Learning from Northern Illinois

University, and a second Master’s in Educational

Administration five years later. 

He is currently writing his dissertation in the last

step before receiving his Doctorate.

Jason Bednar was a former principal and held multiple
administrative roles in a nearby district before coming
to Butler District 53. 

Welcome Mr. Bednar
New board member appointed
The Board appointed Oak Brook attorney and

Brook Forest parent Ahmad Sulaiman as a new

Board member. He was appointed to fill the

unexpired term of Rajiv Advani who resigned in

September and was honored by the Board in

October. The term expires in April 2017.

Sulaiman is a highly regarded attorney and

sole owner of one of the largest individual

consumer protection practices in the Midwest,

Sulaiman Law Group. 

With his wife Lara, he is the father of three

girls, two enrolled at Brook Forest, and a third in

preschool. 

Newsletter wins top award
This newsletter, Newsline, was honored with

the top award for newsletters from the Illinois

Chapter/National School

Public Relations Association.

Each year it has been

produced, the newsletter has

received an award from INSPRA for exceptional

writing and design.

Overheard

“These keys are great stuff. I need to learn this and use it at home and work.”
– Parent to a teacher in the hall

“I need to take ownership. I forgot my homework.”
– Student to a teacher

Good News
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Art Board
Butler District 53 students

display their artwork on

artsonia.com   

Pictured here (from l to r) 

are 2nd grade time machine

drawings, 1st grade self portrait

and 3rd grade life map

sketchbook covers.   
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Nina Angelillo
Art Teacher, Butler Junior High

Ms. Angelillo returns to District 53,

teaching two art classes at Butler

Junior High. She had been a part-time

teacher and an aide in the District. A

former District 53 student, she also

served as a substitute teacher in

Downers Grove District 99. She has a Bachelor’s

Degree in Art Education from the University of

Missouri, Columbia. She is also a set designer for both

the Butler and Brook Forest musicals.

Elizabeth Horky
Permanent Substitute Teacher

Formerly a teacher’s aide at Brook

Forest, Ms. Horky will be covering

an extended leave as an early

childhood teacher with the Oak

Brook Park District, and as needed at

Brook Forest Elementary School.

Previously, she was a Special Education resource

teacher in District 45, a special education paraprofes-

sional at Hinsdale Central High School, an aide in

Naperville School District 203 and a substitute

teacher. Ms. Horky received her Bachelor’s from

Michigan State University and after serving as a

substitute teacher for many years, returned to school to

receive her Master’s in Special Education from Lewis

University. 

Debbie Chiganos
Teacher, Advanced Learning Program, Brook Forest 

Ms. Chiganos returns to Butler

School District 53 as a part-time

Advanced Learning Program teacher.

She had previously served as a part-

time math teacher in the District and

an honors math teacher at Avery

Coonley School. Prior to that, she

was a math and English teacher in School District 231,

a Talent Search Math and ACT instructor at College of

DuPage and an independent consultant. She has a

Bachelor’s Degree from DePaul University in

English/Social Science and a Masters in Curriculum

and Instruction from Governor’s State University.

Danielle Fritsche
PE Teacher, Butler Junior High

Ms. Fritsche returns to District 53 as

a part-time PE teacher and part-time

teacher’s aide. She previously served

as an aide in Butler School District 53

and a special education aide and

athletic camp aide in other organiza-

tions. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Physical

Education and Health from Elmhurst College.  

Joanna Lago
Language Arts Teacher, Butler Junior High

Ms. Lago served as an English

teacher, teacher mentor, professional

development facilitator, instructional

coach and facilitator of professional

development. Most recently she was

an English teacher at Eric Solorio

Academy High School, which is part of the Academy

for Urban School Leadership. She has also been an 8th

grade language arts teacher at Howe Elementary

School of Excellence, in Chicago. She has a

Bachelor’s Degree in Education from DePaul

University, a Master’s Degree in Educational

Leadership from the University of Illinois/Chicago

and a Master’s Degree in Educational Administration

from the American College of Education. She is an

Illinois Golden Apple Scholar.

Michelle Milani
Permanent Substitute Teacher

Ms. Milani has been a substitute

teacher in Elmhurst District 205 for

the last four years, an active volunteer

and a teacher at Hendricks Academy

in Chicago. She conducted her student

teaching at Hendricks and at the

Winnetka Public Schools. She has a Bachelor’s

Degree in Finance from the University of Notre Dame

and a Master’s in Education and Social Policy from

Northwestern University. 

Anne Soto
Special Education Teacher, Butler Junior High

Ms. Soto will work part-time at

Butler Junior High. Previously, she

was a  preschool teacher and special

education teacher in Indianapolis and

Scottsdale, Arizona, where she co-

taught classes, served as a resource

teacher and case manager. She also founded two

buddy programs in her schools. She has a Bachelor’s

Degree, Magna Cum Laude in History and Theology

from the University of Notre Dame University, and a

Master’s Degree in Special Education from Vanderbilt

University.

Lauretta Sterner
Music Teacher and 5th grade Band, Brook Forest

Lauretta has directed the middle

school chorus and two rock bands as

well as taught general music and

individual music lessons to students

at Franklin Fine Arts Center. She also

student taught at Franklin as well as

New Trier High School. She graduated from Roosevelt

University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Music

Education. She was Valedictorian at Chicago College

of Performing Arts, University Talent Scholarship,

Teaching Assistant at Roosevelt University and

Ambassador for the National Association of Music

Education at Roosevelt. 

Phyllis Sutton
Advanced Learning Program (ALP) Teacher,

Brook Forest 

Ms. Sutton has been a gifted teacher,

math curriculum leader, leader of a

Professional Learning Community

and has developed math and gifted

curriculum, all in Lisle Unit District

202. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in

Music Education from the University of Illinois

Urbana-Champaign, additional coursework at Trinity

Christian College and a Masters of Art in Educational

Technology from Concordia University of Chicago.  

Welcome to new faculty
2016-17

Follow us @ButlerSD53




