Butler Junior High

PTA Meeting

Minutes of September 6, 2005

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 4th @1:00pm. Principal’s Coffee is immediately following.

· Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by PTA President Marie Kokenis at 1:05pm. Marie introduced the members of the 2005-2006 PTA Board- 1st Vice President Nancy Plamondon, 2nd Vice-President Michelle Quinlan, Treasurer Joanne Cascio, Recording Secretary Kathi Willett, and Corresponding Secretary Mariette Adrian. Dr. Martin and Principal Condon were also in attendance. The agenda for the meeting was approved. Voting on the minutes of the final meeting of the 2004-2005 school year was waived. Those minutes can be found on the Butler 53 website.
· Board Reports:

· 1st Vice-President- Nancy Plamondon thanked everyone who signed up to volunteer and help out at PTA activities throughout the year. We had a great response and have a good number of volunteers for all of our events. 

· 2nd Vice-President- Michelle Quinlan asked if anyone has any events that they want to have publicized to be sure and call her or let her know.

· Treasurer- Joanne Cascio has worked hard on preparing the financials of the PTA. The new budget will be discussed later in the meeting.

· Corresponding Secretary- Mariette Adrian asked to be informed of any families that need to have cards sent to them during the year. This would include illness, injury, births, something to celebrate, or even deaths. Mariette also announced that the Kids Korp group over at Brook Forest has put two bins in their front hallway. They are collecting clothing, shoes, and money to be sent out to the victims of Hurricane Katrina. The items will be shipped on Friday.

· Recording Secretary- Kathi Willett reported that the minutes from all PTA meetings will be posted on the Butler 53 website www.butler53.com within a week of the meeting date.

· Community Reports:
-Oak Brook Park District- Kim Lojewski presented a flyer that will be left in the front office that outlines all the Park District events that are planned for the 6,7,8th graders this fall. The first event takes place in September and is a Hogwart’s Express. The students can ride the train from Downer’s Grove to Aurora where they will spend the afternoon in a Harry Potter environment doing various Harry Potter related activities. Children 11 and older can participate for free. In October there will be a Friday night Haunted House Tour and a Halloween Sock Hop. In November they will have a drop-in night were junior high students can be dropped off and participate in an evening of open gym activities. Finally, a ski trip is planned for December 19th- the first day of winter break. They will be going to Alpine Valley. Joanne Cascio requested that the park district open the gyms up the first week of winter break for pick up sporting events. Kim said she would look into this. Kim also mentioned that the park district will be holding a dog event at the new splash pad. This will take place on Wednesday, September 14th from 6-8pm and will cost $5 per dog. The park will be cleaned thoroughly after this event.

· Oak Brook Library- Sue Madorin mentioned that September is National Library Card Sign-Up Month. She encourages everyone to come in a and get a library card. Having one is very handy and it gives you access from home to all the library’s databases online. Sue mentioned that the youth services department recorded its highest attendance numbers ever in the month of August and she wanted to thank to parents of Oak Brook children for this. In September and October the library will be starting their “Book a Day” story time program. There will be a discussion of the book Eragon and it’s soon to be out sequel on September 20th at 7pm, and there will be a puppet show on September 21 at 4:30pm. For the junior high aged children they will be starting a program on Friday afternoons called “Wind Up and Unwind”. If middle schoolers use the library on Friday afternoons they will receive a coupon for a free video rental. Finally, Sue mentioned that on Saturday afternoons the library hosts game time and open chess time for those interested. The library hours for this fall are as follows:                 

            9:30am-9:00pm Monday thru Thursday



      9:30am-5:00pm Friday and Saturday

                              1:00pm-5:00pm Sunday

· Butler District 53 Reports:
-Superintendent and Board Report- Dr. Sandra Martin- Dr. Martin reported that we had experienced the smoothest start of school ever. She was very thankful to the parents and staff for their work in making this happen. Dr. Martin mentioned that Butler Junior High had had a lot of work done on it over the summer. All interior rooms and hallways were painted. The gym floor was completely redone. The Multi-Purpose room was given a face lift. There will be new stage draperies installed in the multi-purpose room and this is with great thanks to a gift from the PTA. The Building and Grounds Committee had met earlier this morning and they are working on a long range plan for the maintenance and upkeep of the school. The next full school board meeting will take place next Monday, September 12. It will start at 6:30pm with a budget hearing to go over the budget for the new school year. There will also be a presentation at the board meeting on improvements to the district’s infrastructure that will be needed going forward. The board will review their priorities and their options for financing of these projects. Dr. Martin distributed copies of the district’s goals for the year. She also mentioned that the online lunch ordering program should be up and running. Parents should remember to hit the submit button after each day of ordering, and they should also disregard if the system shows them they have any outstanding balances. Finally, a parent asked Dr. Martin about the timing of the DLT meetings and the school board meetings noting that for families with kids in after school activities these meetings are often hard to make. This parent suggested that a later start time might make it easier for parents to attend and be involved. Dr. Martin said she would discuss this with the board.

- Principal’s Report- Mr. Ed Condon- Mr. Condon reported that the opening of school went very well. There are 13 new students at Butler, including 8 new 8th graders, giving Butler its highest enrollment in 4 years. There are 206 students total at Butler. They implemented a new student data management program called Power School that worked very well. This program produced the schedules for the students this year and it was very smooth. This program should help improve communication between home and school this year as well. Mr. Condon mentioned that there are three new teachers at Butler this year. Mrs. Eleni Zissimopoulos is the new librarian, Ms. Christina LaReau will be teaching math, and Ms. Lily Barcelona will be teaching the advanced Spanish. There is also a new technology aid, Mrs. Carol Lamplot. School clubs are now in the process of forming. There is a club board up in the multi-purpose room with club announcements. Daily announcements at Butler also inform the students of club activity options. Fall athletics includes volleyball and cross-country. 64 students came out for the cross country team and they will be very proud to wear the new cross country uniforms purchased by the PTA. Mr. Condon spoke about the students’ reactions to the recent hurricane. The student council and the student organization Let’s Help Out are collecting water. A truck donated by the Romano Family will be coming on September 7th to deliver the water. Another group of three Butler students held a lemonade sale over the weekend and they raised over $60 which they brought into school. Mr. Condon handed out a long list of upcoming Butler events which are as follows:



Fall Play Try-Outs 

September 8 and 9




PTA Fundraiser Kick-Off
September 12




Board of Education Meeting
September 12




Picture Day


September 13




Start of Book Club

September 13




8th Grade Graduation Mtg
September 14




Curriculum Night

September 15




8th Grade Teams Course
September 16




Sock Hop


September 16




DEAR Day


September 20




Wrapping Paper Orders Due
September 26




PTA Lunch Day

September 30




Columbus Day (No School)
October 10




Teacher Institute (No School)
October 11

Mr. Condon will hold a Principal’s Coffee immediately after every PTA meeting. This is an informal gathering that usually lasts for around 45 minutes. Please stick around.

· PTA Committee Reports
-Gift Wrap- Marie Sawlani is chairing the gift wrap sale. This is one of the PTA’s biggest fund raisers so please approach your neighbors, relatives and co-workers! There will be a kick-off assembly for the students at the end of the day on September 12th.

-8th Grade Graduation- Caron Lizzadro and Chris Costello will be chairing the 8th grade graduation committee. They will hold their first meeting on September 14th. Anyone interested in helping out with 8th grade graduation plans is welcome to attend.

-Hinsdale Central High School Liaison- Patti Truedson spoke. She attended the freshman orientation for the graduated 8th graders. She reported that all of Butler’s former 8th graders appeared relaxed and to be adjusting well. Patti recommends attending athletic and other events at Hinsdale Central as a way of helping your student feel comfortable in the building. Patti will get a schedule of Hinsdale Central events to be made available for Butler students.

· Old Business
-2004-2005 Gifts to School- Joanne Cascio reviewed the 2004-2005 PTA Wish List that was put together last year by the teachers and administrators. Eleven items were agreed upon for purchase if enough funds were raised at the 2005 Social event. Butler received $58,976 from the Social which was adequate to cover the items on the wish list. Joanne reviewed exactly what was purchased for the school and the teachers by the PTA:



4 Tablet PC’s



20 T184 Graphing Calculators



2 DLP Projectors



10 Light boards for Art



2 DVD Players



1 Apple iBook Computer



Curtains for the Multi-Purpose Room



1 Metal Picnic Table



1 Performance Piano

2 additional items not on the original list were also purchased- 1 stopwatch, and new cross country uniforms. A total of $28,199.79 was spent. Benches for the courtyard were not purchased. They will remain on the wish list for the upcoming year. Also, fireproof flags for the Multi-Purpose Room were not purchased because the ones the school currently owned were able to be treated and brought up to fire code standards. Mr. Condon commented on how grateful the school is to have received these items. He also commented that the wish list is made with an effort to try and benefit all school departments equally.

· New Business
-2005-2006 PTA Budget- Joanne Cascio passed out copies of the proposed budget for the PTA for the 2005-2006 school year to everyone in attendance. She reviewed each category line by line. Laurita Panagoulias made a motion to adopt the budget as it was presented. Julie Hoff seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the budget was approved for the 2005-2006 school year. 

· Other
-Parent University- Patti Truedson announced that there will be a Parent University this year. The first one will take place on November 5th. District 181 has taken over control of the program and events will be held at the Hinsdale Middle School.

-Book Discussion- Pattie Truedson also mentioned that a book discussion of Lean Mom, Fit Family written by Michael A. Sienna, will be held on September 10th at 1pm at Right Fit in Burr Ridge. 

-ERB Results- Mr. Condon was asked about ERB results. He responded that they have them and they are looking them over. He expects them to be going out soon. The teachers have gotten preliminary results which will help them with deficiencies and strengths right away. The writing test results also just came back.

· Motion to Adjourn
Laurita Panagoulias made a motion to adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Julie Hoff. The meeting was adjourned at 2:25pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathi Willett

Recording Secretary

