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A  news report of the Jan. 11, 2016 Board of Education meeting 

The Board heard a report from Buildings and Grounds Committee Chairman Lou
Paskalides on plans to add an entryway to the gym and to reconfigure the drive on
the south end of Butler Junior High. The move would increase the safety and security
for students and families during pick up and drop off for school activities. He said the
committee met with the Village of Oak Brook about the project and also plans to
meet with police and fire departments. Once all of the feedback is gathered, the
administration will bring back a recommendation to the Board for review and
approval. Last month, the Board reviewed four configurations and offered its initial
feedback.

Other work of the committee is to schedule a meeting to address the final punch
list items from the 2015 summer work.

The committee is also reviewing samples of casework that will be installed this
summer in classrooms at Brook Forest School.

In related action, the Board approved a traffic study at Butler Junior High to be
conducted by Eriksson Engineering Associates, not to exceed $7,200. Part of the
vestibule addition plan at the junior high, mentioned above, is to separate bus and car
traffic on the south side of the school in order to enhance safety. The traffic study will
provide needed feedback before finalizing the project plan and also offer any
feedback of overall traffic patterns at both schools.

The Board reviewed the third chapter of the draft Board Member Handbook. The
handbook outlines roles and responsibilities of Board members and reflects the
District’s mission, belief statements and Instructional Blueprint. The Blueprint was
developed by a group of parents, teachers, administration and Board and details goals
for a Butler graduate. Each month, the Board reviews and signs off on a chapter of
the handbook. Superintendent Dr. Heidi Wennstrom said that the current Board is
highly functional and has been together for several years. As such, they are in a
unique position to review and approve a handbook for current and future Boards of
Education.

The Board approved its regular business meeting schedule for the 2016 calendar
year. Meetings will generally be held on the second Monday of the month at 6:30
p.m. in the District administrative office. The meetings are: Feb. 8, March 14, April
11, May 9, June 13, July 11, Aug. 8, Sept. 12, Oct. 17, Nov. 14 and Dec. 12, 2016.

Committee of the Whole meetings will be held at five key times: Jan. 28, Feb.
25, May 26, Aug. 25 and Sept. 29, 2016. They are also held at 6:30 p.m. in the
District office. In related news, the Board heard that the administration will be
bringing a draft school calendar for 2016-2018 to the Board at its committee of the
whole meeting Jan. 28 and for adoption at its February meeting. 
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In other news, the Board:
� Approved the appointment of Timothy Stangarone as an instructional aide at

Butler Junior High. He has a Bachelor’s Degree in Education from Calvin College
and is a Butler alum. He replaces Jacqueline Vitale. The Board also accepted the
resignation of Language Arts Teacher Susan Wright who is moving out of state,
effective at the end of the school year. 

� Heard a report from PTO President Rahma Hasan. She noted current PTO
sponsored clubs in place, including Power Yoga, Chess Club as well as events such as
Roller Skating Night, International Day and the Masquerade Ball. She also noted that
there are several PTO positions open for next year and encouraged parents to apply.
The Board and administration also thanked the PTO for its support and for the Brook
Forest Winter parties that ushered in the beginning of winter break.

� Heard a report from Brook Forest Principal Kelly Voliva on plans for before
and after-school care at Brook Forest. The program would be sponsored by the Oak
Brook Park District and held at Brook Forest. No costs would be incurred by District
53 in housing the program. Currently both parties are working out a contract and
costs for the program. 

� Heard reports from both principals on teacher work and training taking place
this month. This includes training for teachers on Apple TV given by Brook Forest
teacher Adam Nicholson, work to revise the report cards to ensure they are aligned
with the curriculum, visits and review from the English Language Arts consultant on
best practices, and an upcoming School Improvement Day to review Student
Learning Objectives. “This has been a year of tremendous change for our teachers
and I wanted to thank them for going above and beyond,” said Voliva. Butler Junior
High Principal Amy Read echoed that statement, noting that despite the changes there
is a positive culture in the building. 

� Reviewed and accepted on first reading revisions in eight policies and eight
administrative procedures and the deletion of one duplicate policy. The changes were
recommended by the Illinois Association of School Boards, discussed by the full
Board and detailed by board member Todd Rusteberg at the meeting. The Board will
adopt the policy changes at its February meeting. 
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Jan. 21 Technology Committee Meeting - 4 p.m.

Jan. 28 Committee of the Whole - 6:30 p.m.

Administrative Center

Feb. 2 District Leadership Team - 4 p.m.

Feb. 8 Board of Education Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Administrative Center

Board Calendar

Jan. 15 End of 2nd quarter for BJH

Jan. 15 School Improvement Day: Early dismissal 

Jan. 18 Martin Luther King Day: No School

Jan. 22 8th Grade Winter Retreat

Jan. 29 International Day at BJH

Jan. 29 End of 2nd trimester for BF

Feb. 5 PTO Meeting

School  Calendar


