Butler Junior High

PTA Meeting

Minutes of October 4, 2005

Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 1, @1:00pm. Principal’s Coffee is immediately following.

· Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by PTA President Marie Kokenis at 1:05pm. Present at the meeting were Dr. Martin, Mr. Condon, PTA Treasurer Joanne Cascio, PTA 1st Vice-President Nancy Plamondon, PTA President Marie Kokenis, PTA Recording Secretary Kathi Willett, PTA Corresponding Secretary Mariette Adrian, and various members of the Butler School community and local Oak Brook community. Joanne Cascio made a motion to approve the agenda for the meeting. The minutes of the September 6, 2005 were also approved.
· Board Reports:

· 1st Vice-President- Nancy Plamondon reminded everyone of the PTA’s October 31st bake sale. She asked everyone present at the meeting to please bring baked goods to school by 11am on Monday, October 31 for sale to the students at lunchtime.

· Treasurer- Joanne Cascio passed out her treasurer’s report. Our account balance as of September 30 is $15,149. We also have $10,000 in a money market account.

· Corresponding Secretary- Mariette Adrian noted that there are only 15 families who have not joined the PTA. Letters have been sent to them encouraging them to join. It should be noted that you cannot vote at a PTA meeting or serve on a PTA committee if you are not a member family. About 50% of the teachers have also joined. Mariette has sent cards out to Chris Costello, Katie Burke, and Dr. Stiefbold. Joanne Cascio asked Mariette to send a card out to John Lizzadro who broke his wrist playing soccer over the weekend. 
· Recording Secretary- Kathi Willett reported that the minutes from the September 6, 2005 PTA meeting have been posted on the Butler 53 website www.butler53.com. She also mentioned that she and Mariette Adrian had a meeting with Dr. Stiefbold regarding the development of a character education program at Butler Junior High, and they hope to be working together this year to get a program designed and ready for implementation in 2006-2007.

· Community Reports:
-Oak Brook Police Department- Tom Sheehan, the new Oak Brook Police Chief, was present at the meeting. He discussed the extensive review of the existing village programs that he did over the summer. He talked about a new program called Child Lures that they would like to work with the Butler District 53 administration and the Butler Junior High PTA to begin implementing. This program is designed to educate children in simple terms to protect them from the advances of pedophiles. This program was recently spotlighted on the Channel 5 News and Police Chief Sheehan would like to sponsor a town hall meeting in conjunction with the school similar to the one that Allison Rosati conducted in the Channel 5 spotlight. Mr. Sheehan passed out Parent Guides from the program to the PTA Board and a few parents in attendance. Anyone who is interested in looking deeper into the program can go to their website www.childlures.org . Mr. Sheehan asked to have a separate meeting with the PTA Executive Board so that we may begin working together toward the implementation of this program. 

Several parents had questions for the Police Chief regarding other matters. Julie Hoff suggested that the police department develop a long range vision for building a good relationship with the children of our community so that when the children hit high school they will have a feel connected with the officers of the community. Joanne Cascio asked about curfew in the village. On a school night until age 17 curfew is 11pm. On the weekends it is 12 midnight. If someone under 17 is in route to or from work after curfew hours they are ok as long as their guardian knows this is where they are. Joanne also asked if there was a state law regarding leaving children at home unattended. There is no state law but the guideline age is 11. Mr. Sheehan stated that you can call their juvenile officers with questions of this nature at anytime. They will happily look into any matters you feel are questionable regarding inappropriate or unusual behavior. They will even react if you make a tip anonymously.

Oak Brook Park District- Kim Lojewski presented a flyer that will be left in the front office that outlines all the Park District events that are planned for the 6,7,8th graders this fall. October 21st is the Haunted House Tour. Junior High students will attend four haunted houses in one night. Students must be registered by October 19th in order to attend. They will get a snack on the outing but please be sure they eat dinner before they come. There will be a Halloween Sock Hop sponsored by the Park District but held at Butler Junior High on Monday, October 31st from 6:30-8:30pm. This is free and you do not have to pre-register. Non-residents can attend- they will be asked to fill out a form at the door. Costumes are optional. The Park District will also be holding their Magical Haunted Forest Tour on Saturday, October 15th.This is a family event where you sit on hayracks pulled by tractors through the woods north of the park district. There are 12 different Halloween scenes. It is not too scary. You can pre-register or pay at the door, the cost is $8 for families up to 5 people and $3 for individuals. Finally, the Youth Basketball League sign-up is underway for students in 1st-8th grades.

Oak Brook Library- Sue Madorin mentioned several programs that they have coming up at the library. On October 9th Sue Keller will be at the library to play ragtime music. October 16 -22 is Teen Read Week. There will be activities for the teens held everyday. Sunday will be Wind Up/Unwind. Monday will be Take a Bite (book discussion). Tuesday’s activity is called “There’s a Frog in my Throat” and it is introduction to public speaking. Wednesday they will be showing the horror film Van Helsing. Thursday and Friday will be a media swap where kids can come in with old CD’s, DVD’s, and videos they don’t want anymore to swap. Finally on Saturday they will have a slide show about vampires. On October 27th Mike Offef, an award winning scientist, will be coming to the library to present “It’s not Magic- It’s Science”. This is a very energetic presentation involving lots of mixing and exploding. Kids ages 6 and up are sure to truly enjoy it. November and December will be Hot Chocolate months at the library. Everything happening there will have a relationship to chocolate. In conjunction with this over winter break the library will be showing the movies Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and Willy Wonka.

· Butler District 53 Reports:
-Superintendent and Board Report- Dr. Sandra Martin- Dr. Martin wanted to thank everyone for the great start the children are off to this year. Everything is really running smoothly. Dr. Martin reported that they are in the process of putting out RFP’S for physical plant improvements at both buildings. This will include roof work, windows, and HVAC systems. They are doing their best to find the most creative solution that will maximize their dollars and make major improvements at both schools. Dr. Martin discussed the antiquated phone system at Butler. She mentioned that voice mails are occasionally disappearing. She urged parents to call again if teachers are not calling them back after leaving a message because it may be a fault of the phone system. Dr. Martin discussed the national search that is underway to find a replacement for the retiring Mr. Jackson. Applications for the position are already coming in and they hope to have a new principal in place by March of 2006. Over the upcoming Institute Days Dr. Martin reported the teachers will be receiving CPR and Automatic Defibrillator training. District 53 will also be hosting the local West Suburban Consortium for a workshop on teaching gifted and talented children and school improvement planning. Dr. Martin further mentioned that Hinsdale Central High School had called to report that several former Butler Junior High students had been selected as National Merit Scholars- 5 at the Commended level and 4 as Semi-Finalists. This is a tremendous accomplishment and one that District 53 should be very proud of. On an even more exciting note Dr. Martin reported that School Search had contacted the district and we have once again been selected as a 2005 Bright apple Award winner. Only 92 out of 886 districts in the state of Illinois have been chosen for this award. Lastly, Dr. Martin pointed out that October 21st is Principal Appreciation Day.

· Principal’s Report- Mr. Ed Condon- Mr. Condon reported that materials from the Midwest Academic Talent Search program will be going home later this week. Any student who scored higher than 97% on ISAT reading or math tests, or above 97% on the ERB verbal reasoning tests have qualified to take the Explore Test (6th graders) or the ACT or SAT (7th and 8th graders). This can further qualify students for summer and Saturday learning programs through Northwestern’s Academic Talent Program. Mr. Condon said they do recommend that 7th and 8th graders take the SAT. This is a great opportunity to expose your children early to taking standardized tests that they will have to take for high school and college admission. Mr. Condon mentioned they will be taking the 8th grade trip to Washington D.C. using the Educational Tours package once again this year. They did shop around to other tour packages, but felt that the Educational Tours was the best value for the money plus they guarantee one chaperone for every ten children and this they really liked. There is a cap on the number of children who can attend the trip so parents are encouraged to not delay in sending their money in. Dr. Stiefbold, Mr. Barr. Mrs. Stathakis and Mr. Condon will all be going along on the trip as well this year. Mr. Condon gave an update on the fall sports teams which are all doing very well. He mentioned again how excited the cross country team is with their new uniforms. Mr. Condon asked parents to make note on their calendars that the Explore Testing for the 8th graders going into Hinsdale Central will be November 8th from 8:30-11:30am. Mr. Condon thanked all the PTA moms and dads who helped out with the first sock hop. It was a great success. Mr. Condon mentioned that the Let’s Help Out (LHO) student organization is collecting items for victims of Hurricane Katrina. They are going to partner with Lutheran Adventist Hospital and send all their collections to 50 families that this hospital has helped to relocate to the Chicagoland area. Practice for the fall play is underway. Mr. Condon noted that they did double cast the play since there were so many students who were interested in being involved.  Lastly, Mr. Condon stated that 77% of the Butler families were in attendance for curriculum night. This is a very good number. Important Upcoming Events are as follows:



Board of Education Meeting

October 17



DLT Meeting



October 17



KidsCorp Bike Drive


October 22



End of First Quarter


October 28



Butler Pep Assembly


October 28



PTA Lunch Day


October 28



PTA Bake Sale


October 31



Park District Sock Hop

October 31

Finally, Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on November 9th and 10th. Teachers will invite you for a conference if they have any concerns. Sign up begins on November 3rd at 7:30am. Also, Parent Visitation Day is set for November 15th. Please mark your calendar so you can come for the whole day.



· PTA Committee Reports
-Gift Wrap- Marie Sawlani reported that our students sold a total of $19,000 in gift wrap. The top ten sellers sold between $1650 and $631 each. These ten students are Frank Pruss, Conner Tatooles, Carli Thompson, Toni Kokenis, Katie Adler, John Lizzadro, Sam Cascio, Milan Shah, Connie Rousenelos, and Shane Quinlan. These students will be riding a limo to Ed Debevic’s for lunch as a reward for their outstanding salesmanship.

-Educational Enrichment- Tina Houpy was not present. She is working with Mr. Barr to have something for every discipline this year. They are talking to all the departments in the school.

-8th Grade Graduation-The next meeting of the 8th grade graduation committee will be October 19th at 1pm in the Board Room.

-October 31st Bake Sale- A sign-up sheet was sent around to ask for people to bake. Please have your baked goods to school by 11am on the 31st for the lunch hour bake sale.

-Parent University- Patti Truedson mentioned that on Tuesday, October 25th from 7-8:30pm there will be a Parent University event at the Hinsdale Middle School. The title of the program is “Setting Limits in a Limitless Society” and will be given by Donna Kosika. Patti mentioned she has seen this woman before and she is very entertaining and funny. The program offers strategies for staying in control of your children and it is free. There will also be a Parent University held on Saturday, November 5th also at Hinsdale Middle School. This day offers 3 sessions with many choices for each session. Some of the highlights are Parenting in a Cyberspace World. A sheet about this event will be sent home with all students.

· Old Business
-2004-2005 Revised Budget- Joanne Cascio presented a revised budget. She noted that this version, too, will have to be changed due to the success of the gift wrap sale.

· New Business
-PTA Food Day October 28th – The first PTA sponsored food day will be Jade Dragon. Caron Lizzadro is organizing this. Be on the look out for a sign up sheet to come home.

· Other
-Book Fair – Julie Hoff mentioned the upcoming Book Fair to be held on December 8th. There will be gift wrapping available.

-Thank you to Laurita Panagoulias for her lovely hospitality table with sugar-free lemonade, pretzels and apples.

· Motion to Adjourn
-The meeting was adjourned at 2:15pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathi Willett

Recording Secretary

