Butler Junior High

PTA Meeting

Minutes of March 7, 2006

Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 11, @1:00pm. Principal’s Coffee is immediately following.

· Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by PTA President Marie Kokenis at 1:06pm. Present at the meeting were Dr. Martin, Mr. Condon, PTA Treasurer Joanne Cascio, PTA 1st Vice-President Nancy Plamondon, 2nd Vice-President Michelle Quinlan, PTA President Marie Kokenis, PTA Recording Secretary Kathi Willett, and various members of the Butler School community and local Oak Brook community. Joanne Cascio made a motion to approve the agenda for the meeting. The minutes of the February 7, 2006 meeting were also approved.
· Community Reports:
Oak Brook Police Department- Chief Sheahan and Officer Kadolph were present at the meeting. Officer Kadolph reported the department is in the process of planning some lock-ins for the junior high and grade school students at the Park District in April. These lock-ins will take place on a Friday evening for a few hours and offer the children of the district the opportunity to hang out at the park district with a few members of the police department. The police department is also offering to set up small group meetings to continue to explore the issues of internet safety for our children. Interested community members are asked to call Officer Kadolph or Officer Kazlowski to set a meeting up. The police department is continuing to work on trying to stay on top of all the computer issues that pertain to our local children. They will also cover internet safety as a part of their Child Lures program in the school.

Oak Brook Library- Continuing in March every Thursday there will be a creative art program at the library for children aged 3rd grade and up. A four part home improvement series will begin on Thursday, March 9th at 7pm. The first session will cover Wildflowers and Native Plants, and each successive Thursday will cover the following topics: The New Look of Solar Homes, Smart and Simple Interior Design, and Working with an Architect. The library will be offering a babysitter basics class on Thursday, March 14. Chess lessons will continue to be held at the library on Saturdays at noon. A folding and flying paper airplanes workshop will be held on March 18 from 1:30-3:30pm. This workshop will cost $2.50 and is limited to the first 25 people who sign up. John Morrissey will teach children how to make paper airplanes and they will practice flying and landing them on various targets. There will be an evergreen concert at the library on April 2nd featuring a review of Broadway show tunes. In April and May the library will host two teen programs. The first will be held on April 3rd at 6:30pm and is called “You are What you Eat”. Barbara Farner from the University of Illinois will cover nutrition and body types for our middle school aged children. On May 1st at 7pm Roxanne Williams from the Elemis Skin Care counter at Nordstrom’s will come to the library to conduct a seminar on Spectacular Skin. All students in attendance will receive free samples of their skin care products. Finally, the library is having a book sale on April 20th and they are in need of children’s books. If you have any they can be dropped off at the library anytime.

· Butler District 53 Reports:
Superintendent and Board Report- Dr. Sandra Martin- Dr. Martin thanked Mr. Condon for bringing our students back home safely from their very fun Washington D.C. trip. She reported that the district had heard from School Search and we were once again named a Bright A+ Award Winner for high academic achievement. District 53 was ranked #4 in the state of Illinois for academics. This award is based solely on the results of the ISAT testing. On that note the ISAT tests for this year are coming up and Dr. Martin pointed out that having all of our students participate is very important. Dr. Martin explained that the most critical building work is set to get started over spring break. They will begin repairing the air conditioning at Brook Forest. The scope of work for the summer projects will be approved at the next School Board meeting. The next School Board meeting is March 13, 2006. 

Principal’s Report- Mr. Ed Condon- ISAT testing will take place from March 13-23 for all students grades 3-8. They will have ten days at Butler to administer seven tests. It is extremely important for all students to be in attendance (if they are healthy). This testing is very valuable for determining that the best education for every child is being presented and received. Butler 53 School District hopes that all students will do their very best. Mr. Condon reported that the Washington D.C. trip was a tremendous success. Everyone returned home safely and very tired, but a good time was had by all. The district is in the process of purchasing three new textbooks for 6th grade language arts, 6th grade science, and 6th grade pre-algebra. A choice has been made for a middle school health book and it should be going on display soon. The 7th grade is all set to go and visit Hinsdale Central on April 11th. All students attending must have a signed permission slip. The bus will depart Butler at 8:45am and the 7th graders will be at Central from 9-10:30am. Mr. Condon requested that the PTA cover the cost of the bus and breakfast on this day. Joanne Cascio made a motion per his request. Kathi Willett seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion was passed. Finally, Mr. Condon reported that the Let’s Help Out (LHO) organization will be holding a used book drive after spring break. The books they collect will be going to a small charter school dedicated to Asian and Indian students in the Chicago area that is just trying to get on its feet. Please note the following upcoming events:




March 9 

Medieval Flaire




March 10

PTA Enrichment- From Russia with Love




March 13

ISAT testing begins




March 13

DLT 4pm




March 13

Board of Education Meeting 6:30pm




March 17

PTA Bake Sale




March 23

ISAT testing concludes




March 24

PTA Enrichment- Birds of Prey




March 24

End of 3rd Quarter




March 27

Start of Spring Break




April 3


Classes Resume

· Board Reports:

First Vice-President- Nancy Plamondon- Plans for making the switch from PTA to PTO are underway. Work is being done to create a new set of by-laws and an organizational chart. They are hoping to do a presentation in April. 

Treasurer- Joanne Cascio- Joanne reported that we have $22,350.21 in

 our checking account and $10,082.83 in our savings account.

· PTA Committee Reports
No Social Social- Nancy Plamondon explained that plans are underway for the online auction that will serve as a fundraiser in this year with no formally organized social. The online auction will begin on April 24 and continue until 3pm on May 5th. Each family will be assigned a password and bidding number so you will never know who you are bidding against. Bidding can only be conducted online so any family that does not have access to the internet can come into the school to participate in the event. There is a great list of items available for bidding and hot items will have a “Buy It Now” option where you can buy the item immediately for a set price. A list of all available items will be sent home prior to April 24.

Bake Sale- The PTA will be hosting a St. Patrick’s Day Bake Sale on Friday, March 17th. The bake sale will start before school at 7:45am, so we are asking that all items for sale be dropped off on Thursday or on Friday morning by 7:30am. Sajida Arain will be organizing the bake sale once again, if anyone has any questions they can contact her.  

Spring Book Fair- The spring Book Fair will take place on May 4th. Joanne Cascio mentioned attending a book fair at the Clarendon Hills Middle School. She said they used a different firm than Scholastic for their fair and she thought they had a greater variety of books at their fair including a greater offering of adult books. Joanne also mentioned that they sold nothing but books- there were no toys or other trinket type items. Joanne further mentioned that they had summer reading lists and recommended reading lists for the students to shop with. It was suggested that perhaps our PTA should look at other options for our book fair going forward.

· New Business 

Straight Talk About Sex- On Tuesday, April 11th at 7pm the Robert Crown Health Center will be coming to Butler Junior High to do a parent-only evening discussing how to talk to your children about sex. This event will take place in the multi-purpose room.

Hinsdale Central Update- Laurita Panagoulias reported that she has been attending the PTO meetings at Hinsdale Central. She highly recommended attending the principal’s coffees immediately following the meetings. She said he covers many interesting topics that help parents to learn a great deal about all the school has to offer. He recently has been talking about their electives programs. These meetings and coffees take place the 2nd Monday of every month beginning at 10:15am. On May 4th the Hinsdale Central PTO will be sponsoring a welcome coffee for the parents of all incoming freshman to inform them of their yearly activities and how you can become involved. Also on April 30th Hinsdale Central will be hosting a block party to raise money for teachers in need. This event will include food, music, games and fun for the entire family. 

· Motion to Adjourn
Kathi Willett made a motion to adjourn and the meeting was adjourned at 2:11pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathi Willett

Recording Secretary

