Butler Junior High

PTA Meeting

Minutes of January 10, 2006

Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 7, @1:00pm. Principal’s Coffee is immediately following.

· Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by PTA President Marie Kokenis at 1:05pm. Present at the meeting were Dr. Martin, Mr. Condon, Dr. Stiefbold, PTA Treasurer Joanne Cascio, PTA 1st Vice-President Nancy Plamondon, 2nd Vice-President Michelle Quinlan, PTA President Marie Kokenis, PTA Recording Secretary Kathi Willett, PTA Corresponding Secretary Mariette Adrian, and various members of the Butler School community and local Oak Brook community. Kathi Willett made a motion to approve the agenda for the meeting. The minutes of the December 6, 2005 meeting were also approved.
· Community Reports:
Oak Brook Police Department- Chief Sheahan and Officer Kadolph reminded us about the Internet Safety Program that will be held Wednesday, January 11 at 7pm at Butler Junior High. They will be handing out folders with many informational pamphlets. The program will involve a 45 minute presentation on the dangers that can be encountered using the internet. 10-15 additional minutes will be spent online looking at the ways kids can get themselves into trouble. There will also be time for questions. Officer Kadolph also mentioned that on December 15th they came into Butler Junior High to do their first session of Child Lures. They felt it went very well. In other police business the Village Board will be honoring the family that housed the K-9 who passed away at the January 24th meeting. IDOT is also coming out to present an award to the department. 2 firemen will also be honored at that meeting for their volunteer hurricane relief efforts.

Oak Brook Park District- Kim Lojewski presented a flyer that will be left in the front office that outlines all the Park District events that are planned for the 6,7,8th graders for January and February. A pool party is scheduled for the junior high students on Friday, January 20 from 7-9pm. Students can be pre-registered or they can walk-in that night with a signed permission form. The pool will be reserved exclusively for the junior high students and there will be snacks, games and music. Parents do not have to stay. A Valentine’s Day Sock Hop is scheduled for Friday, February 10 from 6:30-8:30pm. No pre-registration is necessary; however, they are holding a contest and the first 20 students to register will have a chance to get a ride to and from the dance in a limousine. There will be a chaperone in the limousine.

Oak Brook Library- The winter reading program, titled “Dragon Dreams and Daring Reads”, is underway at the library. Thursday, January 8 there will be a program at the library for children in grades 3 and up called Illumination. This program will cover calligraphy and decorative letter making. January 14th will begin 6 Saturday sessions of Chess for Kids. All ages are welcome to come to the library from noon-2pm to learn about and play chess. January 16th the library will host a Chinese New Year’s program working with tangrams. January 19th will be a program “Magic for Muggles”. This hands-on magic workshop will be for children aged 7 and up. It runs from 6:30-8:30pm. The program will cost $2.50 and no parents are allowed as the program involved esteem building and the children are to work entirely on their own without parent supervision. Students attending must pre-register and pay the fee ahead of time. On Saturday, January 21st the creator of the wonderful shadow boxes in the library will conduct a presentation detailing how she carries out her work of shadow box making. February 9th June Scott, a village resident, will do a presentation on a trip she took to Antarctica to study penguins. She has a huge collection of penguins to share. February 13th the library will hold a Valentine’s Day program making and decorating chocolate creations. This is an event you can drop your children off for. It begins at 7pm and lasts for 1 hour. Finally, the library is happy to report that they have greatly expanded their data base collection. They now have two programs that you can use to trace genealogy- Heritage Quest and Ancestry. They have 10 new Ebsco databases- three are specific to elementary school, middle school and high school, and they are excellent for researching projects. They have a new database that you can use to search past articles from the Doings,  another one for researching natural and alternative health treatments, and coming in February you will be able to access E Audio Books that can be loaded to an MP3 player even from home. 

· Butler District 53 Reports:
Superintendent and Board Report- Dr. Sandra Martin- Dr. Martin mentioned that at the board meeting on January 9 John Frink gave a presentation about the upcoming changes in the science curriculum. At the policy meeting a number of policies were changed for compliance reasons. These necessary changes came up as they were going through the compliance process. The board is working on its 1st pass audit evaluating the school facilities compiling data and levels of satisfaction. On Thursday, January 26th at 7pm the board will hold a Community Forum at Brook Forest School. This forum will cover the school facilities and their financing options- specifically the facility status, needs and how to pay for necessary changes. This meeting could even include the recommendation to build a new facility. The board really wants to hear from the members of the community. They will send out flyers and use voice reach to let as many people as possible know. They are trying to even reach out to community members who may not have children in the schools. This forum will be very important in giving the board direction going forward. The board did pick Honeywell as a performance contractor to do whatever jobs are decided upon. Dr. Martin mentioned they have purchased a new 6th grade language arts textbook. Most of the books were purchased using Illinois textbook loan money. Dr. Martin will be having a meeting this week with Patty Mulchahy to begin planning for summer school. The district’s annual meeting is tentatively set for March 15, 2006. This meeting will be held at the Oak Brook Library in the Community Room. Dr. Martin mentioned the school districts involvement with the proposed new subdivision. The district is taking no formal position with regard to the zoning matter; however, they are interested in the potential impact on the school system. The board has hired Stuart Witt, an attorney who can help them look at the various scenarios and how other villages and school districts have handled them. Dr. Martin has met with the developer and the village to make sure that whatever the outcome the school is well positioned to protect our current students and be able to continue to offer the same quality education to the new students coming in. The compliance visit is over. The committee came with a 70 page probe document and recommendations have been given. Dr. Martin is working with Aramark to try and improve the food situation. They are working for better quality and variety. Any ideas or requests that parents have can be given to John Baar, Mr. Condon, or be brought up at any PTA meeting. Finally, the board approved the calendar for the 2006-2007 school year. They made a few changes to align the district with the high school. The first day of school for 2006 will be August 30th. Winter break is set for December 22 through January 8. Fall parent-teacher conferences have been moved to the Tuesday and Wednesday preceding Thanksgiving. Students will not be in school on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.

Principal’s Report- Mr. Ed Condon- ERB testing will take place January 18-30. Make-ups will be held during the first week of February. The next meeting of the 8th grade graduation committee will be held Thursday, January 19 at 1pm. Plans are being made for graduation. All 8th grade parents should have received a mailing detailing the plans that are set to date. Explore test results for the 8th graders were mailed January 8th. Mr. Condon was told that our students scored very high and that a high number of them qualified for Honors English. 8th grade parents should also be receiving mail from the high school about their placement process. This year for the first time a cardiac screening will be done on all the 8th graders. This is being provided at no cost by the Midwest Heart Foundation. The screening will be done during gym class in a very private manner. They are looking for Hypocardiomyopathy which affects 1 in every 500 people most shockingly young athletes. The condition is treatable and detectable. Mr. Condon mentioned that a new special ed teacher has been hired to replace Mrs. Tucker who is leaving to stay at home with her daughter. Marybeth Sirovatka is a December graduate of Elmhurst College and she comes to Butler with great skills for working with the students and faculty. Finally, Mr. Condon reported on the following upcoming events:


January 11

PTA Internet Safety Program


January 16

No School 


January 17

DEAR Day


January 18

HCHS Parent Night 7pm


January 18
            ERB Testing Begins


January 19

Graduation Meeting 1pm


January 20

8th Grade Cardiac Screening


January 25

HCHS Dept. Chairs Visit


January 27

PTA Lunch Day


January 28

WSCAE SAT at Clarendon Hills MS


January 28

Latin School Math Competition




January 30

8th Grade Advising Process Begins




February 2

7th Grade PTA Enrichment




February 4

Butler Solo and Ensemble Comp.




February 7

PTA Meeting/ Principle’s Coffee

Guidance Report- Dr. Marge Stiefbold- Dr. Stiefbold mentioned that December’s month of caring activities went well. The teachers liked the idea of the buttons and quotes were read with the daily announcements. The Pop Top Houses are still out until January 31. A shoe drive is underway. Every student who brings in a pair of shoes for donation to an orphanage in the Ukraine will receive a sucker. This shoe drive is organized by Taisa Brown. The PTA agreed to help with the cost of shipping the collected shoes. Dr. Stiefbold also mentioned that surveys have gone out to the staff and students asking how they use the guidance and psychological services that the school offers. This will help them in their investigation of our guidance program and how it is working. Washington DC roommate selections have taken place and a parent meeting for the trip will be held in February. There are 48 students going on the trip.
· Board Reports:

There were no board reports at today’s meeting.

· PTA Committee Reports
-Educational Enrichment- An assembly will be held on February 2nd for the 7th grade entitled “Meet the Lincolns”.

-8th Grade Graduation-This year’s 8th grade graduation dinner-dance will be held at the Carlisle. The next meeting of the 8th grade graduation committee will be January 19 at 1pm in the Board Room.

- Book Fair- We are awaiting final numbers from the book fair. It did go very well and it was decided to renew the contract with Scholastic for the spring Book Fair. 

- International Luncheon- A big thank you to everyone who contributed to the International Luncheon. It was a wonderful event enjoyed by the students and the staff. 

· Old Business
There was no old business to cover at this time.

· New Business 

There was no new business discussed at this time.

· Motion to Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 2:30pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathi Willett

Recording Secretary

