Butler Junior High

PTA Meeting

Minutes of February 7, 2006

Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 7, @1:00pm. Principal’s Coffee is immediately following.

· Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by PTA President Marie Kokenis at 1:06pm. Present at the meeting were Dr. Martin, Mr. Condon, Dr. Stiefbold, PTA Treasurer Joanne Cascio, PTA 1st Vice-President Nancy Plamondon, 2nd Vice-President Michelle Quinlan, PTA President Marie Kokenis, PTA Recording Secretary Kathi Willett, PTA Corresponding Secretary Mariette Adrian, and various members of the Butler School community and local Oak Brook community. Joanne Cascio made a motion to approve the agenda for the meeting. The minutes of the January 10, 2006 meeting were also approved.
· Community Reports:
Oak Brook Police Department- Officers Kadolph and Kazlowski were in training today and will be present with their report at our meeting in March.

Oak Brook Park District- Kim Lojewski reported that approximately 30 students attended the pool party on January 20 and had a great time. There will be a Valentine’s Day Sock Hop sponsored by the Park District at Butler Junior High on Friday, February 10 from 6:30-8:30pm. No pre-registration is necessary. Seven Butler students did pre-register and won a ride to the sock hop in a limousine. These winners will be notified by mail. On March 10 the Park District will sponsor an outing for all junior high students that will include dinner at Portillo’s and an evening at Laser Tag. Kim also announced that she will be leaving the Park District next week and that she has truly enjoyed her time working with our children. The PTA Board applauded Kim and thanked her for all her efforts on behalf of our children. She will be missed.

Oak Brook Library- The winter reading program, titled “Dragon Dreams and Daring Reads”, continues until March 4. February 9th June Scott, a village resident, will do a presentation on a trip she took to Antarctica to study penguins. She has a huge collection of penguins to share. February 13th the library will hold a Valentine’s Day program making and decorating chocolate creations. This is an event you can drop your children off for. It begins at 7pm and lasts for 1 hour. Beginning in March on every Thursday there will be a creative art program at the library for children aged 3rd grade and up. The library will be offering a babysitter basics class on Thursday, March 14. A folding and flying paper airplanes workshop will be held on March 18 from 1:30-3:30pm. This workshop will cost $2.50 and is limited to the first 25 people who sign up. John Morrissey will teach children how to make paper airplanes and they will practice flying and landing them on various targets. Finally, the library is having a book sale on April 20th and they are in need of children’s books. If you have any they can be dropped off at the library anytime.

· Butler District 53 Reports:
Superintendent and Board Report- Dr. Sandra Martin- Dr. Martin reported that the next school Board meeting will take place on Monday, February 13. They are working on developing their plans for summer construction at both buildings. The current plan for Butler includes replacing the windows. A community meeting was recently held to discuss the status of our buildings and a task force has been formed to further gather information and input from the community as a whole. Plans for summer school are in the process of being developed. If there are any classes that parents would like to see offered they need to let Dr. Martin or Patty Mulchahy know. Dr. Martin mentioned they have purchased a new 6th grade language arts textbook. Most of the books were purchased using Illinois textbook loan money. Parent-Teacher conferences were recently completed and Dr. Martin thanked everyone for taking part. Dr. Martin also thanked the PTA for their recent Internet Safety Seminar. The district’s annual meeting is tentatively set for March 15, 2006. This meeting will be held at the Oak Brook Library in the Community Room. Dr. Martin mentioned the school districts continued involvement with the proposed new subdivision. The attorney that the school district hired will be present at the School Board meeting on Monday to present the facts that he has gathered relating to the potential impact on our schools. The district has begun collecting registration for kindergarten and first grade for next year. If you know of anyone who is new to the community please encourage them to get into the district office and get signed up as soon as possible. Dr. Martin offered congratulations to Mr. Condon, Mrs. Cawley, and Mrs. Stathakis for their work on the Blue Ribbon Award application. They completed it in excellent fashion and it is gone in the mail. Dr. Martin worked with Aramark and was able to get our host kitchen switched back to Downers Grove North High School. We should notice a difference in the quality and variety of the food offered for hot lunch.  Finally, the district is exploring the idea of online registration for the 2006-2007 school year. They would like to make it available starting in May. However, it will take a host of volunteers to train and assist people with the registration. The PTA mentioned they would be happy to help.

Principal’s Report- Mr. Ed Condon- ERB testing is wrapping up and scores should be expected to arrive sometime in April. Work is being done to improve the curriculum and the textbooks we use in our classrooms. There is a new textbook being used in 6th grade language arts. The next book they are looking at replacing is the 6th grade pre-algebra book. The science curriculum is under review and they will be starting an 8 week health unit in PE and they are in the process of looking for a textbook for that as well. On February 15 from 1-6pm the guidance counselors from Hinsdale Central High School will be on hand to meet with the 8th graders. Their parents are invited to attend for their meeting time as well. Mr. Shemp, one of Central’s Assistant Principals’ has invited the 7th graders to come to Central for a tour in mid-April. Mr. Condon congratulated Mr. Lemm and the many Butler students who participated in the music Solo and Ensemble Contest. Their performances were very impressive. Mr. Condon mentioned that the Blue Ribbon Award application is off in the mail and he thanked Mrs. Cawley and Mrs. Stathakis for their help in completing it. Finally, Mr. Condon reported that at his Principal’s Coffee in March he will be making a short presentation dealing with adolescent girls and the impact of the media on body image and development. Please note the following upcoming events:




February 10

PTA Enrichment- “New Kid”




February 10

Park District Sock Hop




February 13

School Board Meeting and DLT




February 14

DEAR Day




February 15

Classical Concert 7pm




February 16

8th Grade Pictures 8:30am




February 16

Classical Recital- Study Hall




February 17

No School




February 20

No School- President’s Day




February 23

8th Grade Graduation Meeting




February 23

Washington DC Parent Info Night




March 2-5

Washington DC Trip




March 3

No School- Institute Day




March 6

No School- Pulaski Day

Guidance Report- Dr. Marge Stiefbold- Dr. Stiefbold mentioned that as of next Friday we are ½ way thru the 3rd quarter of school! The Pop Tab Collection Contest finished up and Michelle Quinlan reported that Butler Junior High students collected well over 55 pounds of pop tab tops. Mrs. Cawley’s homeroom won the contest collecting 12.2 pounds. Mrs. Castelli’s class was 2nd with 7.3 pounds, and Mrs. Klinger’s was 3rd with 6.6 pounds. A big thank you goes out to all the students and families who participated. There is one more week left in the Shoe Drive Competition. We have already shipped 2 boxes containing over 110 pairs of shoes. There is another box with 44 pairs of shoes ready to go. The thought is we can send at least another 2 more boxes by the end of next week. The study halls really seem to be getting into thinking about others. A big thank you to the PTA for paying for the shipping of these boxes of shoes. The Student Council will be selling cookies on Valentine’s Day. Also there will be a Cupid at lunch and students can have their picture taken with Cupid. Western Day, held last Friday, was a big hit! The students really enjoyed having music played during lunch and in the halls during passing periods. Packing the gym for the girl’s basketball game that night was a huge success and they sold out of the pizza that they had for purchase.
· Board Reports:

- Treasurer- Joanne Cascio- Joanne reported that we have $23,930.53 in

 our checking account and $10,066.85 in our savings account.

· PTA Committee Reports
-No Social Social- Nancy Plamondon explained that plans are underway for an online auction to serve as a fundraiser in this year with no formally organized social. The online auction will include items such as the parking spots, Village President for a Day, some teacher items. Mrs. Rebecca is working on the online set up. We hope this online auction will raise money without a great deal of work and effort. Items will be up for bidding on line for a three week period starting sometime in the next 30 days. We will communicate to everyone when the event is completely ready. 

· New Business 

-PTO vs PTA- Marie Kokenis mentioned that discussions have been happening considering making the move from being a PTA to being a PTO. There would be several advantages for us in making this switch. One issue is that we currently send $3 per family to the national PTA and we receive no real services back from them for this money. Another reason to consider switching is that in becoming a PTO we could combine the PTA’s from Butler and Brook Forest and operate as one body with one monthly meeting ending the duplication of efforts especially on the part of the local community organizations and the school district. Sue Ciccora made a motion that we establish a PTO and disband our PTA. The motion was seconded. Further discussion ensued. The idea of one meeting for both schools was further expanded upon. The meeting format would be that one school would be discussed first. Then the community reports (police, library, park district) would be given along with Dr. Martin’s report from the district office. Then the other school’s business would be discussed. A new officer structure was also discussed. The thought is there would be one PTO President who would have to have children in both schools. There would be one Recoding Secretary who should also have children in both schools, but two Vice-Presidents, one representing each building. Sue Ciccora mentioned the big issue of combining the money and being able to use funds raised to benefit both buildings as needed. Also the fact that you do not have to spend all the money you raise every year is another big plus. President Marie Kokenis called for a vote and it was unanimously in favor of disbanding the PTA and forming a PTO by a show of hands. 

· Motion to Adjourn
Michelle Quinlan made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:47pm. Nancy Plamondon seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathi Willett

Recording Secretary

