Butler Junior High

PTA Meeting

Minutes of December 6, 2005

Next meeting: Tuesday, January 10, @ 1:00pm. Principal’s Coffee is immediately following.

· Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by PTA President Marie Kokenis at 1:05pm. Present at the meeting were Dr. Martin, Mr. Condon, PTA President Marie Kokenis, PTA 1st Vice President Nancy Plamondon, PTA 2nd Vice President Michelle Quinlan, PTA Treasurer Joanne Cascio, PTA Corresponding Secretary Mariette Adrian, PTA Recording Secretary Kathi Willett, and various members of the Butler School community and the local Oak Brook community. Kathi Willett made a motion to approve the agenda for the meeting which Joanne Cascio seconded. The minutes of the November 1, 2005 meeting were also approved.
· Board Reports:
· 1st Vice-President- Nancy Plamondon reported that she is working with the Police Department to plan the January 11, 2006 Net Smart Program. A flyer will go out soon. The evening will be held at Butler Junior High at 7pm.

· 2nd Vice-President- Michelle Quinlan reported that she is working closely with Dr. Stiefbold to coordinate the distribution of the Pop Top Houses for the Ronald McDonald House Charities. A letter and the houses will be going home with each student this week. The homeroom that fills the most houses will win a pizza party. Students have until the end of January to fill their houses.

· Treasurer- Joanne Cascio handed out a copy of the treasurer’s report. The balance in our checking account as of November 30, 2005 is $21,274.82. The balance in the savings account stands at $10,041.37. Joanne had two requests for distribution of funds. Mr. Condon had asked the PTA for $250 to purchase a rolling cart that can be kept in the office for lunches that are dropped off for students during the morning. The cart can then be rolled into the lunchroom at lunchtime, and also the lunches do not have to pile up on Mrs. Ferrell’s counter. Laurita Panagoulias made a motion to approve the $250 distribution for the cart and Nancy Plamondon seconded that motion. The motion carried. Joanne then asked for $800 to be used towards the cost of the Child Lures DVD that is being produced from the Town Hall Meeting that was held on November 16th. The Brook Forest PTA is also chipping in for this DVD. Copies of this DVD will be available in the library for anyone who wished to view them. Kathi Willett motioned to approve this expense and Michelle Quinlan seconded the motion. The motion carried. Finally, Joanne thanked Kathi Willett who donated $300 to cover the lunch for the wrapping paper winners.

· Corresponding Secretary- Mariette reported that PTA membership cards have been distributed to all PTA families. Mariette also sent a thank you card to Alison Rosati for her help with the Child Lures Town Hall Meeting.

· Community Reports:

· Oak Brook Police Department- Chief Sheahan thanked everyone for their help in putting together the Child Lures Town Hall Meeting. The final draft of the DVD will be done by the end of the week and it will be in our library for anyone who may have missed the event. Chief Sheahan is looking forward to the Internet Safety Program that the police department will be doing on January 11th. Officer Ben Kadolph continued on to say that they will begin implementing the Child Lures Program at Butler starting on December 15th. All students will participate in the program during their PE class unless their parents opt to take them out. 

· Oak Brook Park District- Kim Lojewski reported that approximately 25-30 Butler students came to the drop-in night in November. There will be a park district sponsored junior high ski trip to Alpine Valley on Monday, December 19. They must have 20 students register for the trip in order for them to go and currently their numbers are low. There will be a soccer camp held at the park district December 19-22 from 2-5pm. There is a junior high pool party scheduled for Friday, January 20th, and there will be a park district sponsored sock hop at Butler on Friday, February 10th.

· Oak Brook Library- Sue Madorin encouraged everyone to come into the library and see the shadow box exhibit currently on display. There are several upcoming events at the library- Thursday, December 8th Dave Herzog will be doing a marionette show, December 19th and 20th the films Willy Wonka and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory will be shown, January 2nd the winter reading program will get underway under the theme “Joust Read”, Monday, January 16th at 7pm there will be a tangrams workshop to celebrate the Chinese New Year, January 19th there will be a 2 hour magic workshop titled “Magic for Muggles” for children aged 7 and up, and February 13th there will be a Valentine’s day program decorating chocolates.

· Butler District 53 Reports:
- Superintendent and Board Report- Dr. Martin welcomed Kanwar Singh as the new member to the School Board. She reported that Heeley Vendor Architects has been selected to help review the RFP’s. They have also agreed to conduct a first pass audit which is an assessment of the facility and all the involved constituents to review the cost effectiveness of the planned renovations and if they are the best idea for all the involved parties going forward. The board must have a firm decision by February if they are going to go ahead with the planned improvements because they only have a small window within which to complete the work over the summer. They hope to have a contractor identified by January and a contract in place by February. Dr. Martin reported that a curriculum analysis is underway by all the faculty teams. They are looking at everything from textbooks to use of technology. The next board meeting is scheduled for December 12th. Board President Stephen Haszto will be available to meet with the public at 5:30. There will be signs posted to where he will be greeting people. The board meeting will start with the tax levy discussion. Dr. Martin reminds everyone to remember that they always ask for more than they expect to receive. The board will discuss at the meeting their existing committee structure and that they are going to start offering committee of the whole meetings in 2006. Dr. Martin offered her thanks and congratulations on the very successful Child Lures program. She also mentioned that they have been interviewing for the Brook Forest Principal position. She feels that all of the candidates they have seen so far have been well qualified. Plans for summer school will begin in January.

- Principal- Mr. Ed Condon- Mr. Condon thanked the PTA for their work on the International Lunch Day planned for December 9th. The students will be coming to the lunch room for 70 minutes. They will have the opportunity to sample cuisine from Greece, Italy, Asia, Spain/Mexico, and India. The students will be given currency from the various countries to trade in for the food. The faculty will be joining the students at their tables as guests. It should be a very festive and lively luncheon. At the end the students will be going to the gym for a performance by the entertainment group El Rio which plays Caribbean music. Mr. Condon reported that the 8th grade retreat was very successful and he again thanked the PTA for their sponsorship of this event. Mr. Condon was very proud to report that Butler Junior High has been nominated by the state of Illinois for the Blue Ribbon Schools Award. Butler was nominated based on their long-standing history of high student performance. The school will begin filling out the application for the award to the Department of Education immediately, however, it is a huge honor simply to be nominated. A parent and chaperone meeting will be held after the holidays for the upcoming Washington D.C. trip. There are only a few spots remaining for the trip. Finally, Mr. Condon offered congratulations to the members of the band who participated in band contest, the math team who won the Montini math contest and the individual team members who placed 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 5th, and to Laurita Panagoulias for her delicious and healthy snacks that she has at all the PTA meetings. Mr. Condon pointed out the following upcoming events:


December 7, 8

Butler Book fair


December 7

Winter Concert



December 9

International Lunch


December 12

Board of Education Meeting


December 13

DEAR Day


December 15

Grades 6-8 Child Lures Training


December 16

Butler Talent Show


December 19-January 2
Winter Break


January 3

Robert Crown Field Trip


January 9

Board of Education Meeting

-Guidance Report- Dr. Marge Stiefbold- Dr. Stiefbold gave an update on the student council. There were 105 students at the December sock hop. There was a 50’s theme and milkshakes were served. A big thank you to all the chaperones for their help. The canned food drive is winding down. Butler Cares buttons are being handed out to all the students who bring in canned food donations. Ronald McDonald Pop Top Houses will be sent home on Friday. In January and February the student council will be collecting shoes to be sent to the Ukraine.

· PTA Committee Reports
· Book Fair- Students will go to the Book Fair with their Language Arts classes on December 7th and 8th. Complimentary gift wrapping will be available.

· Educational Enrichment/ International Luncheon- Marie Kokenis thanked Beth Marano and Katie Burke for all of their hard work in planning the International Luncheon for December 9th. 

· New Business
· Internet Safety- The Butler PTA, The Brook Forest PTA and the Oak Brook Police Department will be co-hosting an Internet Safety Seminar on January 11, 2006 at 7pm at Butler Junior High. 

· Butler Cares- The PTA has been working with the Student Council and Let’s Help Out in promoting efforts to show that Butler Cares during the month of December. Mariette Adrian is working on a letter that will be going home to explain the efforts. The letter will mention the canned food drive, the Pop Top House contest, a “loose change” contest that Let’s Help Out is coordinating, as well as mentioning opportunities all over Dupage County that families can get involved into help others during the holiday season. 

· Other
· Character Education- Mariette Adrian mentioned that she and TJ Rathi had a meeting with Kennon Fisher who is the Director of the Abraham Lincoln Center for Character Development. He is a wonderful resource for character development ideas and someone who can be available to us at any time as we push ahead with exploration of character development issues.

· Motion to Adjourn
· Michelle Quinlan made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:05pm. Nancy Plamondon seconded it and the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathi Willett

Recording Secretary

