Butler Junior High

PTA Meeting

Minutes of November 1, 2005

Next Meeting: Tuesday, December 6, @1:00pm. Principal’s Coffee is immediately following.

· Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by PTA President Marie Kokenis at 1:05pm. Present at the meeting were Dr. Martin, Mr. Condon, PTA Treasurer Joanne Cascio, PTA 1st Vice-President Nancy Plamondon, 2nd Vice-President Michelle Quinlan, PTA President Marie Kokenis, PTA Recording Secretary Kathi Willett, PTA Corresponding Secretary Mariette Adrian, and various members of the Butler School community and local Oak Brook community. Joanne Cascio made a motion to approve the agenda for the meeting. The minutes of the October 4, 2005 were also approved.
· Board Reports:

· 1st Vice-President- Nancy Plamondon thanked everyone for the baked goods they sent in for the bake sale. It was a huge success. 

· Treasurer- Joanne Cascio passed out her treasurer’s report. As of October 31st we have $14,122.01 in our checking account and $20,000 in our savings account.

· Corresponding Secretary- Mariette Adrian received thank you notes from Mr. Condon and John Lizzadro. 

· Recording Secretary- Kathi Willett reported that the minutes from the October 4, 2005 PTA meeting have been posted on the Butler 53 website www.butler53.com. 

· Community Reports:
-Oak Brook Police Department- Chief Sheahan and Officer Kadolph were present tat the meeting. They discussed the Child Lures program that they will be holding at the Oak Brook Bath and Tennis at 7pm on November 16. They are very excited that Channel 5 News personality Alison Rosati will be able to join us for the evening to moderate the discussions that will take place in between the showings of brief video clips detailing the Child Lures program. The point of the Child Lures evening is to introduce the Child Lures program to the Oak Brook community and set the groundwork for open dialog between parents, the school and the police department as they get ready to bring this program into the schools. The police department is very excited to be partnering with the school district in this very exciting endeavor.  In addition Chief Sheahan mentioned that Oak Brook police officers will begin stopping by the schools periodically just to say hello. They would appreciate it if the parents would help them to build a comfortable and friendly relationship with the students of our schools. They mentioned they are also willing to extend their services so that they can be present at any situation we ask them to. Finally, Office Kadolph mentioned he has the e-mail addresses of the PTA Executive Board members and he will start e-mailing us safety tips relating to children as they come to his attention.

Oak Brook Park District- Kim Lojewski presented a flyer that will be left in the front office that outlines all the Park District events that are planned for the 6,7,8th graders this fall. The October 21st Haunted House Tour was very well attended. The Halloween Sock Hop was also very successful and Kim mentioned that all students in attendance were very well behaved. Upcoming events include a drop-in night at the park district for junior high kids on Friday, November 18 from 7-9pm. They will have two gyms open and the kids can request equipment of their choice. Snacks will also be available. They will also be taking a ski trip to Alpine Valley on Monday, December 19th. The students will be gone from 8:30am-8:30pm. They must have 20 kids sign-up in order to take the trip. They will be on a chartered coach bus not a school bus. The cost will vary depending on if the children need to rent equipment. They will take non-residents as well. Finally, the youth basketball program starts the week after Thanksgiving and registration is currently going on.

Oak Brook Library- There was no library report at today’s meeting.

· Butler District 53 Reports:
-Superintendent and Board Report- Dr. Sandra Martin- Dr. Martin mentioned the vacant school board seat due to the resignation of board member Stephanie Kallas. She did thank Stephanie for her many years of dedication and service to the school district. Applications are being taken and must be submitted to the district office by Friday, November 4th at 12 noon. There will be a special board meeting on November 7th to review the applications and possibly interview potential candidates. Dr. Martin mentioned they are in the process of interviewing architectural firms to help them with the RFP’s for the work on both buildings. This is mandated by district policy to have a firm to help them sift through the submitted RFP’s. Twelve firms did pick up the RFP’s and come to the mandatory meeting. Their proposals are due to the district office by November 17th. Dr. Martin noted that Parent-Teacher Conferences are scheduled for November 9th and 10th and there will be no school on Friday, November 11th in celebration of Veteran’s Day. Parents are encouraged to attend school with their children during American Education Week. The next school Board meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 14th. Items on the agenda are presentation of the School Report Card, presentation of the annual financial statement, approval of the audit, approval of the resolution of estimated tax levy, and approval of the architect helping with the RFP’s. The next DLT meeting is also scheduled for November 14th at 4pm and if you have anything that you’d like to get on the agenda please submit them to Mr. Condon.

· Principal’s Report- Mr. Ed Condon- Mr. Condon reported that the winter retreat for the 8th graders will be held at Christ Church on December 2nd. The main focus for this retreat is esteem building and decision making capabilities. They will be helping the 8th graders learn about making good decisions which will help prepare them for their transition to Hinsdale Central. Current Hinsdale Central students and nationally known speakers will be taking part in the day. Mr. Condon thanked the PTA for their role in making this day possible. Mr. Condon mentioned that the fall athletic seasons had come to an end. He was very proud of all the students who participated and the efforts they put forth. He mentioned the outcome of their efforts is not always as important as the hard work they put into what they do. He congratulated the cross-country teams who finished 3rd (boys) and 7th (girls) in their conference, the junior varsity volleyball team who finished 4-4, and the varsity volleyball team who went 6-2 for the season and won the conference tournament beating Old Quarry, a much bigger junior high than our own. JV boys and girls basketball is now underway along with JV spirit squad. Intramurals have also started. Mr. Finke runs this on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school. They are currently playing co-ed touch football and students who participate can catch the 4:15 bus home when they are finished playing. Mr. Condon gave an update on the curriculum. He mentioned the instructional teams are constantly working together and reviewing the curriculum. They also consult with teachers at Brook Forest and Hinsdale Central to ensure that maximum vertical growth correlation is in place among all the programs. They are gearing up for a guidance program assessment, looking to implement a health curriculum here at Butler next year. They are looking at not only manner of delivery but the content to be presented. They are interested in covering not just fitness but also safety, substance, nutrition, and even a character component. Lastly, be sure not to miss the fall play, Murder Café, on November 16th at 1pm and November 17th and 18th at 7pm. This fall play was double cast because so many students were interested in being involved so this is very exciting. Important Upcoming Events are as follows:



Conference Sign-Up


November 3, 4



8th Grade Explore Testing

November 8



Parent-Teacher Conferences

November 9 (5-8pm)








November 10 (12:30-









3:30pm)



Early Dismissal (11:30)

November 10



No School- Veteran’s Day

November 11



Board of Education Meeting

November 14



DLT Meeting



November 14



Parent Visitation Day


November 15



DEAR Day



November 15



No School- Thanksgiving

November 24, 25

-Guidance Report- Dr. Marge Stiefbold- Dr. Stiefbold mentioned that Red Ribbon Week was held last week. The Police Department was a great help. All week they promoted drug awareness by handing out red ribbons, bracelets, and licorice candy. The students were given a letter to take home about the meaning behind the program. The student council sponsored a door decorating contest for the homerooms leading up to Halloween. The students loved it and it really seemed to create a great sense of team spirit. Mrs. Klinger’s homeroom had the winning door. A canned food drive will be held in December. Their goal is to collect 2000 cans of food for the Salvation Army. A sock hop will be held on December 2nd. All parents are encouraged to attend visitation day on November 15th.

· PTA Committee Reports
-Gift Wrap- $9000 in profit is expected from the gift wrap sale.

-Educational Enrichment-There will be an international lunch held on December 9th. Food will be brought in from Greek, Mexican, Thai, and other restaurants.

-8th Grade Graduation-This year’s 8th grade graduation dinner-dance will be held at the Carlisle. The next meeting of the 8th grade graduation committee will be November 30th at 1pm in the Board Room.

-October 31st Bake Sale- The bake sale was awesome! There were so many donations that they sold items for two days in a row. They made roughly $375. A big thank you goes out to Sajida Arain for her work in setting up the bake sale.

· Old Business
There was no old business to cover at this time.

· New Business
· Butler Cares- The PTA will be running activities in conjunction with the student council in the month of December to promote a caring environment among all the constituents at Butler Junior High. We will help promote caring by donating to the canned food drive. Pop-top houses supporting the programs at the Ronald McDonald House at Loyola Children’s Hospital will be handed out to all students and a contest will be sponsored for the homeroom that can fill the most houses by the end of January. Winning homeroom will get a pizza party in February. 

-
Computer/Internet Safety Seminar- The PTA will be working with the

      Police Department to sponsor a Computer/Internet Safety seminar for all

      District 53 parents on January 11th. Please mark your calendars.

· Other
-November 7th Special School Board Meeting- Joanne Cascio strongly encouraged everyone to attend the November 7th School Board Meeting and be involved in the replacement of resigning school board member Stephanie Kallas.

· Motion to Adjourn
-The meeting was adjourned at 2:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathi Willett

Recording Secretary

